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To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Videographers:
Larry Messer, Jeff Salvanelli, and Nowell Francis
Church Wi-Fi password: Memorial 1874
Deacon of the Month: Barbara Woodbury
Liturgist: Barbara Woodbury
Our current supply preacher is Rev. Mike Scott.
Today: Coffee and conversation downstairs following worship.
*denotes “All who are able please stand.” Masking is optional.
Meditation Thought
   I think we are waiting. That is what is at the heart of it. Even when we don't know that we are waiting, I think we are waiting. Even when we can't find words for what we are waiting for, I think we are waiting. An ancient Advent prayer supplies us with the words. "Give us grace," it says, "that we may cast off the works of darkness and put upon us the armor of light." We who live much of the time in the darkness are waiting , , , for the advent of light, of that ultimate light that is redemptive and terrifying at the same time. It is redemptive because it puts an end to the darkness, and that is also why it is terrifying, because for so long, for all our lives, the darkness has been home, and because to leave home is always cause for terror.

      -Frederick Buechner
   (An excerpt from Buechner’s sermon called “Waiting” from Secrets in the Dark.).
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Fifth Sunday In Lent

No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where

You Are on Life’s Journey; You Are Welcome Here!
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leader:  Let us come together in thanksgiving.

   People: For our Creator has made us and this earth which gives us nurture.

   Leader:  Let us encourage and support one another.

   People: For we are all bearers of the Divine image,


and co-creators in our Lord’s unfolding kingdom. Let us praise the Lord; let us reach out in care and courage that all may share in the blessings of life and love.
*HYMN     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Creator God, Creating Still 
     Black Hymnal # SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1278
* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1UNISON PRAYER
 
OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1O Lord, we have often lived as if we did not need you, pretending that life is what we make it.  We have sometimes treated the world and our brothers and sisters with indifference.  Awaken us by your Spirit to fuller dimensions of faith.  Lead us to find in our neighbors the opportunities for love, in the social order the possibilities for justice, and in the affairs of nations the potential for peace.  Reform our attitudes and behaviors until in every circumstance we may, by your grace, know your forgiving touch and be the instruments of your saving Word.  Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

       One: May the peace of Christ be with you!

       Many: And also with you!   

         --Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable.
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
       CALL TO GIVING 

As our offering is brought forward let us sing: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




       Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



      Alleluia! Alleluia!
       PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Romans 8:26-39
SPECIAL MUSIC 
GOSPEL LESSON    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
MESSAGE       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1All Things Work Together for Good?
*HYMN      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
                           Black Hymnal #556
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

      -Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In the Bulb There Is a Flower                  
     Black Hymnal # SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1433
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
