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To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Videographers: Larry Messer and Nowell Francis
Church Wi-Fi password: Memorial 1874
Deacon of the Month: Joanne Francis
Liturgist: Joanne Francis
Our current supply preacher is Rev. Mike Scott.
Today: Coffee and conversation downstairs 
*denotes “All who are able please stand”. Masking is optional 

Meditation Thought
   At its heart, I think, religion is mystical. Moses with his flocks in Midian, Buddha under the Bo tree, Jesus up to his knees in the waters of Jordan: each of them responds to something for which words like shalom, oneness, God even, are only pallid, alphabetic souvenirs. "I have seen things," Aquinas told a friend, "that make all my writings seem like straw." Religion as institution, as ethics, as dogma, as social action—all of this comes later and in the long run maybe counts for less. Religions start, as Frost said poems do, with a lump in the throat, to put it mildly, or with the bush going up in flames, the rain of flowers, the dove coming down out of the sky. 

    As for the man in the street, any street, wherever his own religion is a matter of more than custom, it is likely to be because, however dimly, a doorway opened in the air once to him too, a word was spoken, and, however shakily, he responded.

  
-   Frederick Buechner 
      (Originally published in The Alphabet of Grace).
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where

You Are on Life’s Journey; You Are Welcome Here!
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leader: We gather here to celebrate life,


and to devote ourselves to the ministry of reconciliation.

     People: We celebrate the new life we find in Christ,


and new opportunities for love and service each day!

      Leader: Let us seize this day and this hour to turn our hearts toward the Lord’s grace, hope, and peace.

      People: Let us sing and celebrate the joy of transforming love!

*HYMN     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Creator God, Creating Still    Red Hymnal #62
* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1O Lord, who has made all people to dwell on the earth as one family: we join our hearts and voices on this day to dedicate ourselves to breaking down the barriers of fear and suspicion that divide us, building bridges of love and justice, learning to recognize one another as brothers and sisters, and embracing one another in reconciling love.  Gathering us hand to hand, lead us to join with you to make justice roll down like waters on this earth and to make life a blessing to all.  We pray this in the name of our brother, Jesus.  Amen.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

       One: May the peace of Christ be with you!

       Many: And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable
 as we sing Amen!  
     *AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317


Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
       CALL TO GIVING 

As our offering is brought forward let us sing: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




       Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



      Alleluia! Alleluia!
       PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1         SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1               SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Isaiah 49:1-7
SPECIAL MUSIC 
SECOND SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ephesians 3:1-12
MESSAGE       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Mystery Hidden for Ages
*HYMN              SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory




                                     Red Hymnal #705
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

      -Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We Shall Overcome       Red Hymnal # 630
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
