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To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Pianist: Wyatt Johnson
Videographers: Larry Messer and Nowell Francis
Church Wi-Fi password: Memorial 1874
Deacon of the Month: Lei Messer
Liturgist: Lei Messer
Our current supply preacher is Rev. Mike Scott.
Today: Coffee and conversation downstairs 
*denotes “All who are able please stand”. Masking is optional 

Meditation Thought
   "Later that night, when the baby came, I was not there," the Innkeeper said. "I was lost in the forest somewhere, the unenchanted forest of a million trees. Fifteen steps to the cellar, and watch out for your head going down. Firewood to the left. If the fire goes out, the heart freezes. Only the wind, the wind. I speak to you as men of the world. So when the baby came, I was not around, and I saw none of it. As for what I heard—just at that moment itself of birth when nobody turns into somebody—I do not rightly know what I heard.

"But this I do know. My own true love. All your life long, you wait for your own true love to come—we all of us do—our destiny, our joy, our heart's desire. So how am I to say it, gentlemen? When he came, I missed him.

"Pray for me, brothers and sisters. Pray for the Innkeeper. Pray for me, and for us all, my own true love."


-   Frederick Buechner 

      (From Secrets in the Dark).
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  No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where

                   You Are on Life’s Journey; You Are Welcome Here!
The Church Family Gathers

 for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leader: We come with hearts full.

     People: Ready to find hope and healing.

     Leader: We come with minds searching.

     People: Ready to receive the Good News.

     Leader: Come let us worship.

     People: Let us come to the manger and find Life and Hope reborn among us.
*HYMN     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1        SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Angels We Have Heard on High






    Red Hymnal #155
* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Opening Prayer (unison)


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Almighty Lord, Creator and Ruler of the world, who brought forth light out of darkness, we bless you for the light of your love seen in the face of Jesus Christ.  We worship and adore you for the fulfillment in him of the promise of the ages.  Blessed are you, O Lord, for you have visited and redeemed your people and given us hope.  Amen.
LIGHTING THE FOURTH CANDLE

ON THE ADVENT WREATH
Pat Bloom and Joanne Francis
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
One Candle Is Lit (Verse 4 only)               Red Hymnal #128
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

       One: May the peace of Christ be with you!

       Many: And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable
 as we sing Amen!  
     *AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317


Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
       CALL TO GIVING 

As our offering is brought forward let us sing: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




       Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



      Alleluia! Alleluia!
       PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1         SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1               SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Isaiah 7:10-16
SPECIAL MUSIC 
SECOND SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Luke 2:7
MESSAGE       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bit-Players in the Nativity




   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1#4 - The Innkeeper
*HYMN                 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing





                  Red Hymnal #150
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

      -Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come    






       Red Hymnal # 143
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
