To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Pianist: Wyatt Johnson

     Videographers: Larry Messer   Nowell Francis

Church Wi-Fi password: Memorial 1874

Deacon of the Month: Barbara Woodbury
Liturgist: Barbara Woodbury
Our current pulpit supply preacher is Rev. Mike Scott.

Today: Coffee and refreshments downstairs.

   Deacons will meet following worship.
*denotes “All who are able please stand.”
Meditation Thought
   Nicodemus had heard enough about what Jesus was up to in Jerusalem to make him think he ought to pay him a visit and find out more. . . Jesus was fairly patient. What the whole thing boiled down to, Jesus told him, was that unless you got born again, you might as well give up. That was all very well, Nicodemus said, but just how were you supposed to pull a thing like that off?  
  . . . Jesus said, "I'm telling you God's so in love with this world that he's sent me down, so if you don't believe your own eyes, then maybe you'll believe mine, maybe you'll believe me, maybe you won't come sneaking around scared half to death in the dark anymore, but will come to, come clean, come to life!'
	   -Frederick Buechner (Originally published in Peculiar

        Treasures and later in Beyond Words).
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MEMORIAL CONGREGATIONAL
                  CHURCH
    U.C.C.  BALDWINVILLE, MA.
An Open and Affirming Church of

the United Church of Christ
September 14, 2025
               No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where
                   You Are on Life’s Journey; You Are
             Welcome Here!
PRELUDE
WELCOME
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CALL TO WORSHIP
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leader: Now is the time to nurture the life of the spirit


     and feed our hunger for Divine grace.

 People: We gather this day to worship, to draw closer to


     the Lord whose words and ways challenge us.

 Leader: We are invited to be fools in the world


     to show forth the wisdom of the Lord of Hosts.

  People: We are invited to empty ourselves to discover


      life’s fullness.

  Leader: We are invited to humility and obedience so that

      we might discover true freedom.

  People: We come to worship our Creator, seeking to 

      have our faith challenged and to find 

      nourishment for our spirits.
*HYMN          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise to the Lord, the Almighty






        Red Hymnal  #25
* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1OPENING PRAYER SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lord of All, you open to us always new and creative opportunities.  You give us hearts that yearn for truth, and hands that are prepared to build.  We commit ourselves in this hour to using all that you give us to build up your kingdom and strengthen your church.  We pray now for the wisdom to know the source of our gifts, and for hearts ready to offer praise.  May we worship you this day in spirit and in truth.  Amen.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

       One: May the peace of Christ be with you!

       Many: And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable as we sing Amen!  
     *AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
       CALL TO GIVING 

As our offering is brought forward let us sing: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




       Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



      Alleluia! Alleluia!
        PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE

P SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1salm 78:1-2, 34-38
SPECIAL MUSIC
GOSPEL READING                    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1           SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1            SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1John 3:1-17
MESSAGE                   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Born Again
*HYMN             SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Love Divine, All Loves Excelling





               Red Hymnal #517
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

      -Response (singing)

Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.
Amen
*HYMN:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart

                                                         Red Hymnal #265
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
