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Meditation Thought

    "It is impossible to conceive how different things would have turned out if that birth had not happened whenever, wherever, however it did ... for millions of people who have lived since, the birth of Jesus made possible not just a new way of understanding life but a new way of living it. It is a truth that, for twenty centuries, there have been untold numbers of men and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so grasped by the child who was born, so caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found themselves profoundly changed by their relationship with him."
 
 -Frederick Buechner


    From Listening to Your Life
Christmas Eve 2023 Service of Lessons & Carols 

No Matter Who You Are,

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s Journey,

You Are Welcome Here!
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
OPENING PRAYER

*OPENING CAROL     O Come All Ye Faithful
 Red Hymnal # 148
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Barbara and George Woodbury
SINGING TOGETHER   One Candle Is Lit (verse 5 only)

Red Hymnal # 128                         
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

One:
May the Joy of Christmas and the peace of Christ be with you!

Many:  And also with you!

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

  Call to Giving  

You are invited to bring forward your offering while we sing together: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




      Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



       Alleluia! Alleluia!

 The tune with different words may be found in the Red Hymnal #22

     Offertory Prayer

The poinsettias decorating our sanctuary today
are given:
In memory of Mark Adams, Barbara Cox, William & Florence Adams, and Ardie & Charlie Hitchcock by Kim, Elizabeth, and Charlotte Adams.

In memory of our parents by Nowell & Joanne Francis.

In memory of the Messer and Soule families by Larry & Leiann Messer.

In loving memory of Ray Page by Judy Page.

In loving memory of Dadgie’s sister, Barbara Boyce by Mike & Dadgie Scott.

In loving memory of Dave Skinner by Sandy Skinner.

In loving memory of Dick & Rick White by Connie White and Mr. & Mrs. Tom White & Family.

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs.Lee Shepardson by Connie White and Mr. & Mrs. Tom  White & Family.

In loving memory of their son, Jason, by George & Barbara Woodbury.

In loving memory of their mothers, Eunice Woodbury & Jackie Eurell by George & Barbara Woodbury.

The basket of poinsettias is given in loving memory of Gerald St. John by Michelle  & Jeff Salvanelli.           
THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN
SCRIPTURE AND SONG

     The Hope
 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; 11:2; 35:5-6 (Barbara Woodbury)
Carol: Red #160  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
                      The Annunciation

      Luke 1:26-31 (Nowell Francis)
Choral Music:  O Holy Night

The Birth

Luke 2:1-7 (Lea Messer)
Carol:  Red #153  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (vs. 1, 2& 4)
The Shepherds

Luke 2:8-20 (Joanne Francis)
Choral Music: Were You There On That Christmas Night
The Magi

Matthew 2:1-12 (Barbara Woodbury)
Carol: Red   #172 We Three Kings (vs. 1,2 & 3)
The Word 
John 1:14; 15:9, 12-14, 16-17 (Nowell Francis)
Choral Music: Child of The Poor/What Child is This
CHRISTMAS MEDITATION   “The Christmas Moon”
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 *A CIRCLE OF LIGHT      Two of our deacons will light their candles from the Christ Candle and stand down front. You are invited to come down the center isle and light your candle from one of theirs then fan out right and left to form a circle around the outside of the pews.

*Carol:  Silent Night 

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth

*SENDING FORTH

(We will sing one verse of Joy to the World)
Joy to the World the Lord is come! Let Earth Receive her king; Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 
 POSTLUDE
