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To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Organist: Michelle Salvanelli
Videographer: Jeff Salvanelli
Church Wi-Fi password: Memorial 1874
Deacon of the Day: Joanne Francis
Liturgist: Nowell Francis
Our current supply preacher is Rev. Mike Scott.
Today: Coffee and conversation downstairs 
The Deacons will meet following worship today.

*denotes “All who are able please stand”. Masking is optional 

Meditation Thought
. . . the job of leading the Israelites on in fell to Joshua. Since the Promised Land was inhabited by a group of native Canaanite tribes who weren't about to give it up without an argument, the result was years of war at its crudest and most savage. And in the eyes of Joshua and his people, it wasn't just any old war. It was a holy war . . . everything that would burn was put to the torch, and everything that wouldn't, like men, women, and children, was put to the sword. Holy wars are the unholiest kind. . . . "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted," [Jesus] said (Matthew 5:4), and then he also blessed the peacemakers, so that even without any extra sunshine everybody would be able to see that peace is better than even the holiest wars, especially the kind of peace that not even a holy terror like Joshua can either give or take away.
      -Frederick Buechner         (Originally published in
    Peculiar Treasures, and later in Beyond Words)
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 for the Second Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leader: We have heard the promise.  The light of truth is coming to the world.

     People: We long for the light, the fulfillment of the promise of Bethlehem.
     Leader: The Spirit of Holiness will be with us.  Our hope will not be in vain.

     People: We wait and watch for the dawning of God's grace in our lives.

*HYMN   Come, O Long Expected Jesus    Red Hymnal #125
* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Opening Prayer (unison)


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lord of Hope, with expectant hearts we, your people, await Christ’s coming. May the Peace of Christmas enter our lives and transform us. May the Love of Christ find an open door at our hearts and an eager welcome. And may the Joy of his coming overtake us in this holy season.  Amen
LIGHTING THE SECOND CANDLE

ON THE ADVENT WREATH
Lei and Larry Messer
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
One Candle Is Lit (Verse 2 only)               Red Hymnal #128
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

       One: May the peace of Christ be with you!

       Many: And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable
 as we sing Amen!  
     *AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317


Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
       CALL TO GIVING 

As our offering is brought forward let us sing: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




       Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



      Alleluia! Alleluia!
       PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Isaiah 40:1-11
SPECIAL MUSIC   
SECOND SCRIPTURE    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Luke 2:4-8
MESSAGE       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Carols of Christmas:            Mike Scott
          SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks              
*HYMN    While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks                 
Red Hymnal #154

SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

      -Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:         It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
                  Red Hymnal # 153
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
