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Coffee Hour today  & Deacons after Church
Wed. 6:30   Guild
We are now collecting canned goods & food for the Food 







          Pantry
*denotes “All who are able please stand”.
Meditation Thought

“If ever there is tomorrow when we're not together, there is something you must always remember. You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think. But the most important thing is, even if we're apart, I'll always be with you.”
– Christopher Robin, "Pooh's Grand Adventure: The Search for Christopher Robin"
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MEMORIAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  U.C.C.  BALDWINVILLE, MA.
     An Open and Affirming Church of 
          the United Church of Christ
                              April 16, 2023
               Second Sunday of Easter
     No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where You Are on Life’s 
                                                                Journey; You Are Welcome Here!

PRELUDE:   
WELCOME:
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Life urges, surges, and pulls us towards unknown futures 
     and questions yet to be imagined.

ALL: The mystery of Life points us to faith; the why’s and 
     how’s of half remembered yesterdays and unknown 
     tomorrows push us to search for meaning.

One:  The God of all time speaks to us in the still small voice of 
     quiet moments and deep reflection.

All:  We come to nourish our faith, to celebrate “God with 
     us”  through triumphal entries, anguished Gethsemanes 
     and unexpected Easters.   

*OPENING HYMN:  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
                                              Red hymnal 5
OPENING PRAYER: (unison)   O God of Easter’s Resurrection we come to you amidst the lingering shadows of doubt and denial in our time looking for your redeeming grace. Surprise us again with your Easter joy.  Where we feel broken and uncertain let your love and your power transform us. Where we feel anxious and worn down, let your spirit liberate us.  Where our fears would hold us back, remind us that the future is still yours. Where guilt or resentment would entomb us, let us see the glimmer of your grace that will set us free.  Let your resurrecting wonder work its miracle in us this day.  Amen

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

One:
May the peace of Christ be with you!

Many:  
And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable as we 
sing Amen!  
*AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317


Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD:  --Our offering will be brought forward as we sing: ( If you have not put you offering in the offering plate you may do so now)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Alleluia! Alleluia!


The tune with different words may be found in the Red              Hymnal #22

*DEDICATION: We have so many things, O God, we pray that they might not become an impediment to seeing and embracing the sacred part of life.  Help us, then, to look beyond our possessions as we bring these offerings for the work of the church and pray for your realm of justice and healing to be more present in our world.  Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE:  Acts 10: 34 -43
SPECIAL MUSIC:   

SECOND SCRIPTURE:   John 20: 1 -18
SERMON:    The Mystery Goes On
HYMN:        Christians We Have Met to Worship   
    Red  Hymnal # 277
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES  --PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER : Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

-Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:                 He Lives                   Red Hymnal # 226
*SENDING FORTH:

One: Now, as you go from this place let the light of the Risen 
     Christ shine in you and inspire you to work for God’s 
     redeeming grace in the world.

ALL: We go from this place enthused and empowered by     

     the love God has shown us.  And we are renewed in our 
     purposes to live out God’s love in our lives.  

 POSTLUDE
