To Contact Us:

Church Office:  978-939-8821

Church website: www.baldwinvillecongochurch.org
Rev. Richard A. Jones -413-283-4440

Revraj@aol.com
Organist: Michelle Salvanelli
Videographer: Jeff Salvanelli
Church wi-fi password: Memorial 1874
Deacon of the Month: Nancy Heaney
Liturgist: Nancy Heaney
Today: Coffee and conversation downstairs 
Meetings: Trustees & Deacons Today after church
Tues, 6:30 -Lenten study 

Next Sunday : Confirmation

Sunday March 26 -Special Meeting 
We are now collecting canned goods & food for the Food 







          Pantry
*denotes “All who are able please stand”.
Masking is optional for worship.
Meditation Thought

“If you want to change the world, who do you begin with, yourself or others? I believe if we begin with ourselves and do the things that we need to do and become the best person we can be, we have a much better chance of changing the world for the better.”   Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
[image: image1.jpg]


     MEMORIAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  U.C.C.  BALDWINVILLE, MA.
     An Open and Affirming Church of 
          the United Church of Christ
                              March 12, 2023

          Third Sunday of Lent
     No Matter Who You Are, No Matter Where 
                  You Are on Life’s Journey; You Are Welcome Here!

PRELUDE:   
WELCOME:
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: In the darkness of Lent we have come again to let the 
     sacred light shine on, and in, our lives.

ALL:   We come again seeking the light of God; to let that 
     light illuminate our lives and show the way before us. 

One:  Jesus said: “I am the light of the world”  That light was in 
     the world and the darkness has not overcome it..

ALL:   We would be followers of the light and walk in its 
     way. We pray God may give us grace and strength for 

     the journey.
*OPENING HYMN:  Come Thou Fount of every Blessing
                    Red hymnal # 16
OPENING PRAYER: (unison)   Holy God, whose otherness is more than we know and whose nearness is more than we can believe, we seek your presence.  Touch us with the seeds of faith and the hope for your kingdom; stir in us a passion for justice and the gentleness of grace. Bring us beyond the fears and disappointments that haunt our hearts and lead us to lives that are more caring and joyous, more embracing and hopeful, that we might more truly be disciples of this Christ of yours, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

One:
May the peace of Christ be with you!

Many:  
And also with you!   

--Please “Pass the Peace” however you feel comfortable as we 
sing Amen!  
*AMEN (Sung twice) Red Hymnal #317


Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD:  --Our offering will be brought forward as we sing: ( If you have not put you offering in the offering plate you may do so now)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise God, all creatures here below;




Alleluia! Alleluia!



Praise God above, you heavenly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.




Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Alleluia! Alleluia!


The tune with different words may be found in the Red              Hymnal #22

*DEDICATION: Grant O God as we commit ourselves and this offering to the work of your kingdom that we might be truer to your purposes and clearer in our sense of your call.  Let our church be a beacon of grace and a light of hope in this community.  Amen

 FIRST SCRIPTURE:  Exodus 17: 1 -7
SPECIAL MUSIC:   
SECOND SCRIPTURE:   John 4: 5 -42
SERMON: It’s Not About the Water
HYMN:                Amazing Grace                  Red Hymnal # 546
SHARING OUR PRAYERS, OUR JOYS, OUR HOPES  --PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER : Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

-Response (sung)
Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord.

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
*HYMN:  We Call Ourselves Disciples        Red Hymnal # 357
*SENDING FORTH:

One: With thankful hearts for all God’s blessings go forth and 
     live the faith.

ALL: Rejoicing in God’s goodness and care, we seek the 
     Spirit’s guidance to live out the redemptive purposes of 
     God. 

One: May God bless and use our church and each of our lives. 
     May God grant you peace and give you the joy of hope.

ALL: May God strengthen us in all our endeavors.  Amen 
     and Amen
 POSTLUDE
